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their Sumptuous Array
These words by the Rev. Dr. Nancy S. Taylor welcome us to this issue of
Sunday Magazine and to this year’s conference at Boston’s Old South Church,
October 27, 2016. The set of articles in this issue are drawn from the 2016
Lenten theme of “Sabbath” sponsored by the church, which included forums at
the church Community Hour and a Bible Study group looking at the Lectionary
texts, all focused on the theme of Sabbath. Keeping Sabbath is, of course, the
thrust of the Fourth Commandment (Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy 5:1-21).
Taylor’s sermon, “All Their Vast Array: Sumptuous Sabbath,” interacted
with the stone and glass depictions of creation’s bounty as she demonstrated
how regard for creation and Sabbath/Sunday observance are bound together,
a connection between and most poignantly seen in the creation of humanity: “Thereupon did God bend down…and breathe life…in God’s own image
creatures wrapped and dipped in earthen hues: burnished bronze, amaretto,
whipped mocha, terrazzo brown, deepest onyx, golden wheat and palest
cream.” This humanity in all of its creative diversity is called to look around and
behold what God created. And, Taylor writes, “The Sabbath, the idea of the
Sabbath…subversive of hierarchy…subversive of class and of productivity. The
Sabbath is for everyone.”
To what God created, God committed God’s self. This is a theme raised up
by Rev. John Edgerton in his sermon, “No Matter What.” He writes that amid
all of the pressures for seeking self-worth, “On the Sabbath you are righteous
simply to be beloved.” In his article, “The Sabbath as Resurrection,” Rev. Dr.
Don Wells draws attention to Walter Brueggemann’s book, The Sabbath as
Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of Now (Westminster John Knox Press,
2014). In Brueggemann’s words, “Sabbath…was both ‘Resistance’ and
‘Alternative.’ It was ‘Resistance’ in that the people were released from the pressures of the workday world; a world defined by the relentless production and
consumption of commodity goods. It was ‘Alternative’ in that it provided a time
to rest, to celebrate the completion of creation, and to see the value of the earth
itself as a gift from God.” The final article in this series is by Rev. Anthony Livolsi,
with its whimsical title, “Give Us This Day Our Daily…Bug Juice.” Livolsi affirms
a theology of abundance in the face of fears of scarcity.
Keeping Sabbath provides a doorway to wonder, confidence in times of
uncertainty, release from captivity, and abundance in place of fear.
With thanks,
Rev. Floyd A. Craig
President
Lord’s Day Alliance
of the United States

Rev. Dr. Rodney L. Petersen
Executive Director
Lord’s Day Alliance
of the United States
S p r i n g
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ALL THEIR VAST ARRAY

SUMPTUOUS
SABBATH
by Nancy S. Taylor

In the beginning, in the very, very, very beginning God created
the heavens and the earth.
Void was the earth, void and dark until God’s wind swept and
brushed and flounced over the waters. Until God summoned light,
bade and commanded light and separated light from darkness,
day from night.
Soon God made the dome, fashioned and shaped the dome and separated
green earth from blue sky and instructed the earth, instructed and
coached the earth to yield vegetation: plants and fruit, nuts and berries.
Forthwith God affixed lights in the dome of the sky:
the cool, silver moon, the hot, molten sun, the dancing, winking stars.
Only then did God churn the waters—churn and stir, mix and agitate
the waters—into swarms and throngs and schools of living creatures.
Then did God send birds flying and flitting, soaring and consorting
through the air. With the air aflutter, God constructed living creatures—
wild animals: hoofed and pawed and scaled, hairy and furry, creeping
and wriggling, stomping and fleet.
Thereupon did God bend down, bend low, thereupon did God kneel upon
the new earth, kneel upon the fragrant, musty soil, and form and shape
and mold and breathe life, breathe agency into creatures made in God’s
own image creatures wrapped and dipped in earthen hues: burnished
bronze, amaretto, whipped mocha, terrazzo brown, deepest onyx, golden
wheat and palest cream.
God loved and blessed them:
Bless you! Bless you! Bless you! Bless you! Bless you!
4
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The Book of Genesis. The first Chapter. A free interpretation in Word and in Music

Thus, were the heavens and the earth completed
in all their vast array.
Consequently, on the seventh day did God rest
from all the exertions of creativity.
Whereupon the Creator God discovered and decided and pronounced
that rest is sweet and good.
So God blessed the seventh day, rendered it holy, hallowed it as a span
of sumptuous cessation, extravagant respite, an interval of repose, an
intermission of relaxation, a luxuriating in creation’s vast array.
A reading from the Word of God. (Genesis 1:1-2:3)
At its core, Christian faith is
concerned with the purpose of human
existence. As creatures created in the
image of the Creator God, among our
highest purposes: creativity.
We are made by God
to create: to fashion and to form,
to invent and to imagine,
to compose and to produce,
to spawn and to construct,
to plant and to build.
Another of our purposes—
equally high and holy:
to imitate God in resting
that we might delight in that
which has been created.

S p r i n g

Creation and Rest, Creation
and Sabbath, are bound together.
God created then rested. For six days
did God create, did God busy Godself
with creating.
But on the seventh day, the Sabbath
Day, God did rest...God grew idle…God
paused to luxuriate in idleness.
God liked it so well, God made it a
commandment: to rest on the 7th day.
Everyone and everything is to rest:
even servants!
Imagine this. Imagine it is evening on
the Sabbath day and the servant hasn’t
worked all day, but the sun is setting and
the master is hungry and the master says
to his servant: “Fetch me my dinner.”
And, from heaven, from heaven God
bellows down to the master: “It’s the
Sabbath day, man! Fetch your own
dang dinner.”
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ALL THEIR VAST ARRAY

SUMPTUOUS SABBATH

The Sabbath, the idea of the
Sabbath, is subversive…subversive of
hierarchy…subversive of class and of
productivity.
The Sabbath is for everyone. Even
working animals. Even beasts of burden. They too, get a day—they too
deserve a day—of rest from their toils.
God commands it.
Creation and Sabbath are bound
together in this Sanctuary.
We gather here each Sabbath day
to linger and dawdle with God and
each other.
I invite you to dawdle now, to linger, to wander … I invite you to join
me here and meander with me around
the sanctuary…or stay where you are
and follow my laser pointer. It is the
Sabbath… do what you want.
(We visited Lantern, the dome in
the sky hung with stars. The Tiffany
windows depicting sunrise and sunset.
The blue-sky-ceiling and green-earthcarpet. The Venetian mosaics depicting
trees bearing fruit. The gallery panels
carved with 38 biblical flowers and
plants. The finials on the pews, each a
different plant. The decorative frieze
at top-hat level depicting grapes and
wheat, acorns and berries. The nautilus
painted on the transept walls and the
two snails carved in stone. Carvings of
mother bird feeding her young, owl,
bird’s nest with three eggs, lizard,
dragons, rabbit, fox, squirrel, lamb
caught in the bush, prehistoric birds.)
Having made all these things,
finally, at last, did God bend down,
bend low, kneel upon the new earth,
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the fragrant, musty soil, and form
and shape and mold and breathe
life, breathe agency into creatures
made in God’s own image:
God made them short and tall,
round and lean, serious and funny,
shy and bold, bowl-legged and pigeon
toed. God made them straight and
gay. God wrapped and dipped them
in different earthen hues: burnished
bronze, amaretto and whipped mocha,
terrazzo brown, and deepest onyx,
golden wheat and palest cream.
Church: look around you
and behold what God created, who
God created, how God created us.
And God loved them and God
blessed them.
Bless you! Bless you! Bless you!
Nancy S. Taylor has served
since 2005 as the 20th senior
minister and chief executive
officer of Old South Church, a
thriving urban church, and an
historic institution in Boston.
Beyond its doors, Nancy is
a recognized preacher and
speaker, teacher and workshop leader. She studied
at Macalester College (B.A.), Yale Divinity School
(M.Div.) and the Chicago Theological Seminary
(D. Min.), and has served churches in Idaho,
Connecticut, and Maine.
Before her call to Old South Church, Nancy was
Moderator of the General Synod of the UCC (19992001), the highest elected volunteer position in the
denomination. She has since served as Minister and
President of the Massachusetts Conference of the
UCC (2001-2005), and is a member of the Dean’s
Advisory Council at Yale Divinity School where she
chairs the Dean’s task force on The Revitalization
of Christianity.

Reflections
by Rodney L. Petersen

W

Sabbath in an Age of Disorder

e live in a society that is becoming
unhinged. As recently as thirty-five years
ago, anxiety did not exist as a diagnostic category.
Today, it is the most common form of officially
classified mental illness according to Scott Stossel in
his book, My Age of Anxiety (2014).
The Sabbath commandment is sometimes referred
to as the “hinge” commandment. It is found between
those first three commandments oriented toward our
regard of God and the balance of the commandments
oriented toward our regard of neighbor. It is a means
of “re-hinging” our lives.
The Ten Commandments were given to an abused
and fragmented people, the Israelite slaves of Egypt,
seeking social coherence and the moorings that make
society possible as they wandered in the desert. As
Exodus 20:2 puts it, these commandments, or sayings,
were given by “the Lord God who brought you up out
of the land of Egypt.” out of 24/7 slavery and vitriol.
The Ten Commandments offer foundational concepts for establishing a functional social order. In this
light we might ask:
• Can we develop an intergenerational society, so
we honor and do not dishonor both parents and
children (Fifth Commandment)?
• Can there be security of our personal identity from acts of violence, so we do not injure
others in anger, or commit murder (Sixth
Commandment)?
• Can we foster healthy personhood in our deepest intimacies and core identity? Then we will not
commit adultery (The Seventh Commandment).
• Can we foster security in our communities? Then
we will not steal or take what is not ours (The
Eighth Commandment).
• Are social agreements meaningful and contracts
to be trusted? Then we cannot lie (The Ninth
Commandment).
• Do we wish to build a society of deep trust and
respect the common good? Then we will not give
way to covetousness (The Tenth Commandment.)

Our social mandate is grounded both in apodictic scriptural referencing, and in good theology. The value of the
Sabbath in Jesus' teachings remains unbroken. An understanding of the Sabbath as a “covenant renewal” finds
grounding in Jesus’ teachings and Jewish practice. German
theologian Karl Barth’s argument adds theological rationale for this: "the Sabbath commandment explains all the
other commandments, or all the other forms of the one
commandment. It is thus to be placed at the head"
Church Dogmatics, III: p. 53).
Our gathering together in community to acknowledge
the Sabbath Commandment is a kind of covenant renewal
to live our lives in community, as free citizens under God
whose identity as defined in the first three commandments is greater than any political reality.
When I lived in Switzerland I was struck by the tradition and pageantry centered around Swiss Independence
Day, August 1. Citizens of each city, town or canton would
gather together in the civic square to affirm allegiance to
the governing covenant with arms raised. At the end of
the day bonfires were lit on mountain tops to celebrate
the renewed covenant.
This is our Sunday, a weekly celebration and covenant
renewal, making possible personal coherence, social stability, and our “re-hinging” after 6 days of labor. We have a
social mandate to foster Sabbath. By encouraging Sunday
as Sabbath we are one with Nehemiah in rebuilding the
walls of this society so that social righteousness may prevail and hope be given to all.
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By John Edgerton

NO MATTER WHAT
E

ver since they had been God’s people, they had lived
this way. For six days, they could labor: planting
and harvesting crops, shearing sheep and spinning
wool, sewing bridal veils or forging swords and
spears in due season. For six days, the people of God could
do their work. But on the seventh day they could do no
work, urgent or mundane. Planting and harvesting must
wait a day. Shearing sheep, spinning wool, sewing veils and
forging swords, all had to stop. Out of every seven days,
one day was entirely set aside. There could be no work, no
matter what. The command to rest on the seventh day had
no ending, no exceptions. Even when the work was needed
for survival, they had to keep the Sabbath.
For awhile, once they escaped slavery in Egypt, God’s
people wandered in the desert without supplies, having no
idea where they were going. For six days they could fashion
tents. They could make spears to ward off wolves or bandits. But on the seventh day they rested and remembered
God, keeping Sabbath in the wilderness. The people of God
rested aimlessly and drew close to God.
Later, God’s people settled in a broad, good land: planting crops, vineyards and olive groves; joyfully putting down
roots. For six days the people of God worked with plow,
axe, sweat and ingenuity, building lives for themselves and
their children. But on the seventh day, keeping Sabbath in
the land of Israel, they rested in their unfinished work and
drew close to God.
Six days of work, and one of rest. Six days of work, one
of rest. Six of work, one of rest. Always. Without exception.
In all seasons and all places, Sabbath is celebrated. As long
as God’s people are God’s people, until time’s twilight and
world’s end, the Sabbath will be celebrated. God’s people
have to rest. We have to rest. I must rest. You must rest.
The Sabbath is part of what made God’s people who we
are, how we remember to whom we belong. The Sabbath
is not an imposition that makes hard times worse, it is a sustaining taste of heaven on earth unlike any other. One may
not prepare for the future or repair the past, for future and
past have no reality. On Sabbath, a festival of the present
moment, God’s people are to enjoy what is, leave off worry
and regret, and celebrate God’s presence here and now, the
goodness and sufficiency of what is.
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The Sabbath is a state of being
unlike any other. On this day, the
person who rests lives up to the fullness of God’s commands, is truly,
morally blameless in God’s sight! All
one must do is rest, all one may do
is rest.
Perhaps you feel you must work
before God can love you, work
harder to help others, or rebuild
broken trust, or get healthier. Those
things may be important, but not
on the Sabbath. On the Sabbath
you may not try to work to earn
God’s love. The Sabbath, a festival
of human righteousness, favors
those who are weary and heavily
burdened, who need rest. They are
the most thoroughly prepared to do
what is right in God’s sight. On the
Sabbath you are righteous simply to
be beloved.
The Sabbath is still celebrated. As
long as the people of God are the
people of God, until time’s twilight
and world’s end, Sabbath will be
celebrated because it is sweet to do
so. People of God, remember the
Sabbath is part of what makes you
who you are. The Sabbath is part of
how you can remember to whom
you belong. Celebrate the Sabbath.
Your life will be better for it.
You can celebrate the Sabbath
whenever you please. You needn’t
celebrate it on any particular day,
not even for an entire day at a time.
You can celebrate the Sabbath any
time you wish, for as long as you
can.
Sabbath may be a precious half
day that begins with a beautiful sunrise walk through Boston
Common.
Meeting the day’s unblinking
gaze, you know the sun will surely
set, with or without your say-so.
Sabbath may be a half-hour
spent sitting on a train, your spirit
at rest. Silent amidst the world’s
shouting, still amidst the world’s

whirling, for every moment you
rest, you are doing everything God
would have you do.
Perhaps you wander in a desert
of unknowing, having departed
forever from a way of life that
once made sense. Perhaps you are
settled, or building a home, scratching and clawing, bone tired, for
a place to call your own. Perhaps
everything you ever built has come
tumbling down around you and
you can only weep beside the rivers
of Babylon.
Perhaps you wish these words
were true:

If you need God’s guidance
and don’t know what to do, take
Sabbath, take rest. Taking Sabbath
will always be a part of God’s plan
for your life. If every other part of
your life is chaotic, Sabbath can be
your spirit’s home. Sabbath can
be a taste of heaven on earth, a
glimpse of the Lord’s goodness in
the land of the living.
May it be so.

The LORD is my light and my
salvation;
whom shall I fear?
John Edgerton's ministerial
focus as an Associate Minister
at Old South Church, is on
how faith is lived out beyond
the church's doors. John
received his M. Div. from the
University of Chicago Divinity
School ('09) in biblical
studies, preaching, and the
intersection of faith and
public life.

The LORD is the stronghold
of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
One thing I asked of the LORD,
that will I seek after:
to dwell in the house
of the LORD
all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty
of the LORD, and
to gaze on God’s temple.
For God will hide me and
shelter me on the day of evil;
Even if my father and mother
should forsake me,
the LORD would
gather me in.
I believe that I shall see the
goodness of the LORD
in the land of the living.
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by Donald A. Wells

Sabbath
Resurrection

the
as

‘The Sabbath as Resurrection’ is not a phrase that comes readily to mind for all
Christians at Eastertide. This year, however, the phrase confronted me with both
a strange attraction and a challenge.
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A

t Old South Church this year, ‘The Sabbath’
was our Lenten theme. The Community Hour,
the Sunday Lectionary readings, the Sermons,
the Bible Study group on the Lectionary texts,
all focused on the theme of Sabbath. Keeping Sabbath is,
of course, the thrust of the Fourth Commandment
(Ex 20:1-17; Dt 5:1-21). This commandment stands as
a pivot point between the first three Commandments,
which focus on God, and the last six, which focus on
neighbor and community.
Into this mix of study and reflection, the church's
Theological Book Group also chimed in. They pointed us
towards a recent book by noted biblical scholar, Walter
Brueggemann: The Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to
the Culture of Now.1 A powerful little book, it certainly
reflects the provocative and counter-cultural nature of
Brueggemann’s understanding of biblical texts. I commend it to you.
Briefly, Brueggemann suggests that the
Commandments were given to help shape a new community for the people who escaped from bondage in
Egypt. The God of deliverance was the one to whom
those early nomads were now in covenant: The insatiable
demands of Pharaoh's empire no longer bound them.
In Egyptian society, everything had been reduced to the
increased production of commodities: more bricks (with
or without straw), more buildings to hold the surplus,
and more workers (slaves) to produce still more to meet
these needs. This critique certainly feels applicable to a
good deal of 21st century life! Into this death cycle, the
concept of a Sabbath was called for, offering a time to
stop, to rest, to remember whence they came, and then
to remember their neighbor.
Sabbath, to use Brueggemann’s imagery, was both
‘Resistance’ and ‘Alternative.’ It represented a form of
resistance in that the people were released from the
pressures of the workaday world; a world defined by
the relentless production and consumption of commodity goods. It offered an alternative lifestyle in that it
provided a time to rest, to celebrate the completion of
creation, and to see the value of the earth itself as a gift
from God.
Brueggemann feels that this resonates with Jesus’
words of invitation (Matthew 6) to those who were
weary and carried heavy burdens of all kinds. Both
the onerous Roman taxation system, and the endless requirements of that day's religious systems were
burdensome. Indeed, the theme of ‘Resistance’ and
‘Alternative’ is applicable in a variety of circumstances
and in every generation.
It struck me that an endless human drama seemed to
be playing itself out through the centuries, a cyclic need
for ‘remembering to remember’ whence we came, and
to honor Sabbath. I also began to see how the Prophets,

centuries later, expanded the understanding of who could
be included among the people of God. A sense of ‘cultic
purity’ had emerged, as to who was in, and who was out,
among those who thought the coherence and safety of society needed to be maintained. However, the prophet Isaiah,
many years later, expanded those parameters to include ‘foreigners’ and others (Is. 56). The only condition was to keep
Sabbath.
Brueggemann wastes no time in identifying how we
continue to ‘fence’ in our world to keep others out; a word
that is desperately needed especially in today’s toxic political
climate. He writes:
• Some of the church still want to fence out women.
• We build fences to keep out immigrants
(or Palestinians).
• The church in many places fences out
members of the GLBTI community.
• The old issue of race is still a powerful tool
for fencing others in or out (p. 55).
But, as the prophets would have it, the only requirement
for belonging to God’s welcoming community is to keep
Sabbath!
And even as we observe Sabbath, the prophet Amos
condemns the ways in which our very worship can be
manipulated to our own purposes. Sometimes we are
anxious to have it over with, so we can get on with the
‘business’ of life (Am. 8:4-8). Isaiah also chimes in to define
an authentic ‘fast’ as one that includes justice for the
oppressed, food for the hungry and clothing for the naked
(Is. 15:1-7). Brueggemann declares: “Worship that does not
lead to neighborly compassion and justice cannot be faithful
worship … The offer is a phony Sabbath.” 2
During Lent and Easter we experience a renewed sense
of worship. As we observe "Sabbath time"–on a given day,
or at other meaningful times during the week – we arrive at
an ever-expanding understanding of God’s grace and mercy.
Out of this widening understanding comes a better knowledge of our neighbor and the care we owe them (justice).
Out of the trauma of discord, violence, hatemongering, and self-serving attitudes so prevalent today,
a sense of new hope emerges.
I call that new hope ‘Resurrection.’

S p r i n g

1. Brueggemann, W., The Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of Now
(Westminster John Knox Press, 2014).
2. op. cit., p. 64.

Don has been Old South’s
Theologian-in-Residence
since 2008, teaching classes
in Christian spirituality and
theology. Previously, Don was
the Executive Director of the
Massachusetts Bible Society
(MBS)
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Give Us
This Day
Our Daily...
Bug Juice

T

by Anthony Livolsi

here was no little French bakery up in heaven throwing down baguettes and brioche,
leaving the desert blanketed with barelycrispy-on-the-outside- chewy-on-the-inside,
gluten-tastic good stuff. That’s how it should have
been – you lug yourself out of your tent, half-awake,
wipe the sleep from your eyes, and make a groggy
grab for the cranberry-almond-manna, or, the asiago-cheese manna, or, maybe today you’d prefer the
manna with the teeny olive pieces on top? That’s
how it should have been. I mean, if there is to be a
miracle, God should make it a good one! Give us this
day our daily… artisanal rosemary-olive-oil bread, no
But, alas. God’s gift to the starving Israelites was
bug juice. Seriously, bug juice. This pesky species of
plant lice gorges itself on the fruit of tamarisk trees
native to Sinai, and these little guys go so nuts with
the nectar that they end up secreting out the lot of
it in the form of a sweet goo that crystallizes in the
cool of the night and dissolves in the heat of the day.
Evidently, the local ant population loves the stuff and
gobbles it up before it can spoil. So that now-yousee-it-now-you-don’t sheath of sugary angel dust was
nothing so romantic as it might have seemed at first
blush. Manna –from the Hebrew ‘man hu’ –means
‘What is it?’ …which is exactly what every disgusted
Israelite three-year-old probably did ask when a heaping portion of digestive by-product was plopped
onto their plate. God gave the people ‘What is it?’ to
eat, and the old adage holds: if you have to ask, you
don’t want to know..
God provides for the people, not with Michelinstarred blessings on a silver platter, but with bug
juice. Does this even count as a miracle? If it is not
God per se who preparedest a picnic table before
them, but they themselves, scraping by, living off the
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Miracles permeate life.
Miracles are life.
Our lives are miracles.

To put it another way:

things are always more holy than they seem.
land, scavenging what few resources they can find –
should this even count as a miracle, if the Israelites
themselves (and those glorious bugs!) see to their
own survival? Is there less of a wow-factor to God’s
faithfulness for people fed on meager fare? Can we
even credit God at all, if the manna did not materialize out of thin air, but was a naturally-occurring,
fortuitous crud, courtesy of a parasite evolutionarily
suited to the ecosystem the Israelites happened to
wander through?
In the book of Exodus, God acts in partnership
with the created order. When Pharaoh will not let the
people go, the plagues that come upon Egypt are
described as God’s doing. Divine punishments, yes,
but with a quasi-naturalistic logic to their unfolding.
The Bible portrays the booming Egyptian economy as
being powered by exploitative labor practices – think,
Hebrew slaves – and the Egyptians’ greed, pursuing prosperity at any price, as pushing the region to
the point of environmental collapse. More enlightened, modern people like us will find this difficult
to imagine, but the Egyptians’ lust for more, more,
more wreaks havoc on the earth and precipitates
disaster. What is the plague of water-turned-to-blood,
really, if not a toxic algal bloomdriving frogs from
their habitats, and leaving them to starve and rot in
the city streets? Further down the food chain, the
gnats and flies the frogs would have eaten multiply
and swarm unchecked, spreading disease, in turn,
to the livestock, and so on. So, did God bring down
these calamities upon the Egyptians, or did they
bring them down upon themselves? Or both? Later,
when Moses parts the Red Sea, lifting up his hands
Charlton-Heston-style and holding the waves at bay,
the scripture carefully adds this little gloss: “that [it
was] the Lord [who] drove the sea back by a strong
east wind, all night.” Was it God’s power coursing
through Moses which parted the waters, or was it
the weather? Or both?
So, is manna bread from heaven, or is it bug
juice? Or both? The manna’s own does-it-or-doesit-not-count-as-a-miracle quality is driven home by
the fact that it only falls from heaven six out of seven
days: on the sixth day it does not spoil. It could be

said that God is taking preventative measures, withholding mannato make sure the people observe the
Sabbath by making it impossible for them not to.
Perhaps this is reverse divine intervention, through
and through. But a richer, more imaginative reading
would be that, in the story-world of the scriptures,
the creation is understood as resting on the seventh
day, as something natural, good, right. The creation
simply does not offer itself up for human sustenance
on the Sabbath. The fruit of the tamarisk trees does
not do its work of falling to the desert floor. The
plant lice that feed on them do not do their work
ofyou know, nectar in, nectar out-and the quail do
not do their work of carrying the pests hither and
yon to distribute their droppings. The ants or the
worms or whatever do not do their work of stealing
away with whatever remains – not on the Sabbath,
none of this on the Sabbath. But rather, on the
Sabbath, all creation joins God in some good, sweet
R and R. On the Sabbath, God and the cosmos rest
together, in communion. And so it is less that God is
gumming up the bread-works in the otherworld, but
that this world and all that is in it, is depicted literarily as doing what is in its DNA to do every seventh
day: not a darn thing.
And so, again, is manna bread from heaven, or
bug juice? Or both? Should it or should it not count
as a miracle? The book of Exodus just will not force
the choice. In fact, the scripture seems to reject the
assumptions behind the question. The manna is at
once both from heaven and of the earth. The people
harvest the manna that just plain was already (and
still is!) there to be had. Without missing a beat,
they believe that behind the manna is the hand of
God. That is what this bug juice doubling as bread
from heaven would have us see: miracles are pretty
much everything, upon close enough inspection. A
miracle – like God providing for the people – is not
the sort of thing that happens only every now and
again, mainly when you are in a pinch. Miracles of
God providing for the people, for us, are the whole
story, every second of every day, all there is. Miracles
do not punctuate life. Miracles permeate life. Miracles
are life. Our lives are miracles. To put that another
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to celebrate the miraculous-ness
of the everyday is a hard discipline
way: things are always more holy than they seem.
Things – even unspectacular things, even gross
things – are full of more God than you could ever
guess. Which is not to say that gross things are
not gross. Manna is not much, but it is both what
there was, and what was given. And that was good
enough. God’s blessings may be more bug juice
than the best thing since sliced bread, but they are
blessings all the same, and as such, call for at least
a grit-your-teeth, grin-and-bear-it-gratitude.
And because seeing and naming God’s blessings as such is by no means always intuitive or
easy, because the world dishes up crud, because,
from the midst of struggle, to the Israelites or to
you or to me, God’s faithfulness may seem like
meager fare, because when it feels like we have
precious little, it is difficult to dwell on the myriad
ways in which we do have quite a lot, because it is
hard to see that heaven is all around while one is
going through hell. To claim and to celebrate the
miraculous-ness of the everyday is a hard discipline
– this scripture sets before us, too, the Sabbath, a
time set apart from all time, a time when we get
by with a little less, just leftover bug juice, freezerburned bug juice, day-old bug juice with a bit of
white fuzz on it… that will make tomorrow’s bug
juice look all the more appetizing. This scripture
sets before us the Sabbath, a day when our lives
are stripped down barer still, a day when we do
without, when we do nothing, a day when our
utter dependency on God is so fully and palpably
felt that we cannot but remember to remember that
truly, in all things, we have tasted and seen how
good God is.
Associate Minister Anthony Livolsi
received his Master of Divinity degree
from Princeton Theological Seminary.
He oversees Old South Church’s
children, youth, and adult faith
formation programs, and leads
the Jazz Worship program.
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LDA Announces Partnership With

by Floyd A. Craig

This issue of Sunday Magazine carries an
announcement that The Lord’s Day Alliance (LDA)
will partner with the Association of Theological
Schools (ATS) in the United States and Canada
to research ways seminaries and divinity schools offer courses
related to the Christian Sunday and/or Jewish Sabbath. The
partnership will explore ways of increasing such offerings.
ATS is a membership organization of more than
270 graduate schools that conduct post baccalaureate
professional and academic degree programs to educate
persons for the practice of ministry and for teaching and
research in theological disciplines.
In making the announcement, Rodney Petersen, executive
director of the LDA, said, “The LDA is excited and extremely
honored to partner with ATS. We believe in the light of the
profound societal changes to move away from conducting
traditional worship services on the first day of the week, this

effort may well be the basis for hope that future ministers
will continue leading congregations to observe the Fourth
Commandment.”
“This partnership was made possible,” added Petersen,
“because of the encouragement and support of Dr. Daniel
Alshire, the Executive Director of ATS. We are extremely
grateful for his guidance and wisdom, without which this
effort would not have gotten off the ground.”
“This is a historic moment and a great opportunity for the
LDA,” said LDA president Floyd Craig.
Petersen also reported the partnership is being funded
by a generous grant from the Day Foundation of Atlanta,
Georgia.
Rev. Floyd A. Craig
President
Lord’s Day Alliance of the United States

LDA activity in 2016
See the following for LDA activity in 2016 and stay on touch with our monthly LDA Newsletter!
The Organization of the LDA
This past spring the LDA has been working with a new governing structure, one that sees its Board
playing a more dynamic role, one envisioned by the term “player coaches.” This vision is shaped
as well by digital realities and possibilities. This new structure has been particularly effective as we
have worked to plan this year’s conference in October. It has been instrumental in meeting together
(by Zoom Technology) with a Local Planning Committee. As the LDA becomes more engaged with
projects like the ATS initiative (See article by Floyd Craig in this issue.), additional committees such as
Communications, Partnerships, Long Range Planning, Development, Administration and Finance, and
the Executive Committee will be asked upon to do more. If service with the Lord’s Day Alliance of the
U.S. is something that attracts you, be sure to let us know at info@ldausa.org.

The Decalogue and the LDA
In 2015 the LDA participated in a symposium on the Decalogue at Emory University’s Candler
School of Theology. At this time the LDA has approached the speakers and a publishing house about
the possibility of moving those valuable papers on toward publication. In the past six years the LDA
has produced two volumes (one with Eerdmans and a second with Wipf & Stock). In terms of our LDA
strategic plan, we are interested in a readable series on the idea of Sabbath and Sunday in the 21st
century. This next volume would be a part of this developing series. Topics envisioned as included
are: “The Decalogue as Scripture,” “The Decalogue in the Reformation Era,” “Is there a Place for the
Decalogue in America Today?” and “Sabbath and the Ten Commandments as Practical Theology.”
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